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In most partial molar pregnancies, the fertilized egg has the normal complement of chromosomes from
the mother but double the chromosomes from the father, so there are 69 chromosomes instead of the
normal 46. (That can happen when chromosomes from the sperm are duplicated or when two sperm
fertilize the same egg.) In this case, there's some normal placental tissue among the cluster-like mass of
abnormal tissue. The embryo does begin to develop, so there may be a fetus, or just some fetal tissue,
or an amniotic sac. But even if a fetus is present, in most cases it's so abnormal that it can't survive.
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